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	Cornell Notes

	Subtopics
	                                               Details

	Civil Rights definition
	· Foundation of a free society
· Right to vote

· Right to fair and equal treatment under the law

· US Constitution

· Guarantees basic rights to American citizens

· Various groups of Americans have not always benefited from these rights

	African Americans
	· Long denied same rights white Americans enjoyed
· 1950s and 1960s

· Fought to win these rights

· Struggle known as civil rights movement

· Many whites supported struggle

	Background to the Civil Rights Movement
	· Amendments to the Constitution after the Civil War
· 13th Amendment 1865

· Ended slavery

· 14th Amendment 1868

· Made ex-slaves citizens

· 15th Amendment 1870

· Gave African American men the right to vote

· New laws were often ignored

	
	· 1875 Congress passed a Civil Rights Act
· First law to forbid racial discrimination 

· (unequal treatment) in public facilities

· US Supreme Court later weakened the law

· Court held that the law applied only to the federal government

· Many states took advantage of the ruling

· Particularly in the South

· Quickly passed laws that segregated (separated) blacks from white society

	
	· Supreme Court strengthened segregation in 1896
· Case Plessy v. Ferguson

· Court ruled it was legal for blacks and whites to have “separate but equal” facilities

· Ruling made it acceptable to treat blacks as second-class citizens

· Jim Crow laws

· States passed more laws that restricted rights of blacks

· African Americans endured injustices for more than 50 years

	The Civil Rights Movement Begins
	· US Supreme Court ruled on the case Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka Kansas 

· May 17, 1954
· Ruling said the principle of “separate but equal” was unconstitutional in public schools

· Most people understood the ruling applied to all areas of public life, not just schools

· Brown overturned Plessy

	
	· Rosa Parks was arrested on December 1, 1955
· Black woman

· From Montgomery, Alabama

· Refused to give up her seat on a public bus to a white man, as local laws required

· Blacks launched a boycott of the Montgomery bus system 

· Chose Dr. Martin Luther King, Junior to lead protest

· Boycott lasted 381 days

· Buses finally desegregated

	Peaceful Demonstrations Are Met with Violence
	· Montgomery boycott had a large impact
· Inspired African Americans

· In other cities to demand their rights

· Staged marches and boycotts

· Held freedom rides and sit-ins

· Radio and television covered the protests

· People everywhere saw ugly nature of racism

· Dr. King gave voice to the movement

· Touched moral sense of the nation

	
	· African Americans were united but resistance was fierce
· Protesters often jailed

· Took government action to achieve goals

· Congress passed first modern civil rights bill, 1957

· One civil rights law not enough

	The March on Washington
	· March on Washington details
· More than 200,000 Americans gathered at Lincoln Memorial, Washington DC

· August 28, 1963

· Called on government to take action against discrimination and segregation

· Dr. King spoke

· I have a dream speech
· Four children will live in a nation where they aren’t judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character

· One of most stirring appeals for human justice ever delivered

	Legislation is Passed
	· Civil Rights Act of 1964

· signed into law by President Lyndon B. Johnson on July 2, 1964
· Barred discrimination based on

· Race

· Color

· National origin

· Religious beliefs

· Sex

· Protected every citizen’s right to

· Use public facilities

· Seek employment

· Vote

	
	· Many states still did not protect the rights of blacks at the polls in the South

· Blacks often had to 

· pass literacy tests to vote

· pay poll taxes to vote

· This prompted another demonstration, 1965, Montgomery, Alabama
· Dr. King led 30,000 blacks and whites on a march from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama

· March led to the Voting Rights Act of 1956

· Law banned literacy tests and poll taxes

· Since then, civil rights activists have worked to make sure these laws are enforced

	Legacy of the Civil Rights Movement 
	· Civil rights movement peaked in late 1960s
· Struggle by African Americans for full equality did not end
· Continued into the 21st century

· Discrimination and racial segregation remain a reality in some parts of American society

· Many African Americans continue to seek equal access to: housing, education, jobs, healthcare

· Many see mistreatment of blacks by police departments across the country

· Incidents have led to

· Charges of racial profiling, spark new public protests
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Mississippi Trial, 1955 by Christopher Crowe


Marvelous Mrs. Mavridis and Perfect Miss P (
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