Lorenz & DeFelippo’s Fabulous Amendment Assignment
& Cornell Notes
November 2014
Goal: You are a new member of Congress! Hooray for you!  You will write an argumentative letter to persuade your fellow Congressmen to include your assigned Amendment into the new Constitution.  In other words, you are convincing your fellow Congressmen about all of the reasons as to why, supported with evidence and details, your assigned Amendment will protect citizens from the national government.  
· You will create Cornell Notes> Argumentative letter> Visual propaganda piece>Three minute presentation for your fellow Congressmen.

Steps to complete the assignment:
1. Locate and read information about your assigned amendment.  Copy and paste your information to a new Microsoft Word page (Ctrl N).  Be sure to include a website address and MLA citation at the top of each copied source.  All of your Internet sources should be pasted on one document.  Each source will be separated by the blue website address.
Cornell Notes example:
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2. Write notes about your amendment on the Cornell Notes sheet below (page three).  
· Split the screen so your pasted text is on the left and your Cornell Notes are on the right.
· Each bulleted line should not exceed six words. 

Example:
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Comnell Notes

Subtopics: Details/Facts about Subtopics:
Japanese + Martial arts=
sports o competitive sport now

o Originated with medieval warriors,
samurai

Toestts Tym Yo o

o Physical and mental fitness
o Traditionally acquired through family
© Now schools that teach them thrive in
Japan
* sumo wrestiing=
o one of Japan's most popular sports

o They are dressed in mawashi, or
loincloths

o Heldin rings of sand

o Bout starts after the two wrestiers on
fists come up at same time

5 Ends when a wrestler=
= pushed out of the ring or when any
part of a wrestlers body fouches
ground
o Sumo tournaments held each year in
Japan





3. Type your sources on a separate Works Cited page.

4. Once you finish filling in your Cornell Notes, use your notes as the basis for your argumentative letter.

5. Write your argumentative letter, peer edit it, and then finalize your letter.

6. Present your Amendment to your fellow Congressmen using index cards as aids.
3. Sources of Information about your amendment:
· Constitution books on reserve.

· World book Encyclopedia.
· Computer Sources:

a. Bill of Rights from the National Archives. 
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/print_friendly.html?page=bill_of_rights_transcript_content.html&title=The%20Bill%20of%20Rights%3A%20A%20Transcription
b. Internet Favorites>TRN Online Subscriptions.  
      Search the following sources by typing in your amendment.  Ex. Eighth amendment
· Grolier Online
· Bigchalk and E-Library>Click on e-Library curriculum Edition.
· CT Digital Library/Iconn.org.  You can access this at home by clicking on Try This.
c. Searchedu.com. This site is wonderful.  It limits your searches to educational sites about your amendment.  

· You can search this site by typing in additional search words like eighth amendment history.
d. Amendments are partially explained on a Scholastic.com website. http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/indepth/constitution_day/inside/index.asp?article=billofrights
4. How to cite your sources: You should cite all of your sources on a Works Cited page.  You will find information about how to create a Works Cited page on the TOR Library/Media Center website: 
When you create your Works Cited page remember to alphabetize by the first word of your source, double space the page and create a hanging indent on the second and subsequent lines of an entry.
· Remember, our databases (Grolier, Bigchalk, CT Digital Library) “do” the citation for you.  Simply copy and paste the MLA citation below. Use Easybib.com to cite sources outside our databases.
· How to use easybib.com:
· Click on the type of source that you used.  

· Copy/paste either the website address or book’s ISBN number.
· Click on Format Citation at the bottom of the screen.

· Now copy and paste your sources to a blank Microsoft Word page to create a Works Cited page.

· Remember to alphabetize your Works cited page by the first word of the entry.
5. Subtopics/questions to find out about your amendment.
1. Explain the “right.”

2. Explain why the writers would believe it is necessary (in 1787).

3. Argue how it applies/protects people from government interference.
4. Identify arguments for and against the right’s ratification.
5. Develop a thesis/intro which hooks the reader in and a conclusion to wrap up the letter.
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	1. Explain the “right.”
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	· Copy/paste your assigned amendment here.
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	· Break the amendment into phrases.
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	4. Identify arguments for and against the right’s ratification.
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