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	Sonia Sotomayor, Supreme Court Justice
	Sonia Sotomayor is a Supreme Court Justice.  She is a very famous and important person in our democratic government.

	Famous for
	· Made history on August 6, 2009

· US Senate confirmed Sotomayor’s nomination to the US Supreme Court
	US Senate
	The Justice made history on August 16, 2009 when the US Senate confirmed her nomination 

	
	· 
	US Supreme Court
	to the US Supreme Court.

	
	· Appointed by (Sotomayor) President Barack Obama
· Sotomayor became first Hispanic Supreme Court justice

· Third woman Supreme Court Justice

· Following Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg and former Justice Sandra Day O’Connor
	President Barack Obama
	The Justice was appointed by President Barack Obama.

	
	· 
	First Hispanic Supreme Court Justice
	Sotomayor became the first Hispanic Supreme Court Justice.

	
	· 
	Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
	Sotomayor became the third woman Supreme Court Justice following Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg

	
	· 
	Justice Sandra Day O’Connor
	and former Justice Sandra Day O’Connor.

	Early life
	· Born June 25, 1954

· Bronx, New York
· Daughter of Puerto Rican migrants
· Grew up in New York City
· Father died when she was 9

· Mother, Celina Sotomayor
· Worked two jobs to support Sonia and her brother Juan Sotomayor
· Sotomayor says her mother’s sacrifices made her professional success possible
	Bronx, New York
	Justice Sotomayor was born on June 25, 1954 in Bronx, New York.

	
	· 
	Puerto Rican migrants
	She was the daughter of Puerto Rican migrants

	
	· 
	New York City
	and grew up in New York City.

	
	· 
	Celina Sotomayor
	The Justice’s mother, Celina, worked two jobs to support Sonia

	
	· 
	Juan Sotomayor
	and her brother Juan Sotomayor.
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	Educa-tion
	· Earned bachelor’s degree from Princeton University in 1976

· After Princeton

· Went to Yale Law School
· Became editor of Yale Law Journal

· Earned law degree in 1979
	Princeton University
	The Justice values education.  She earned a bachelor’s degree from Princeton University in 1976.

	
	· 
	Yale Law School
	After graduation Sotomayor went to Yale Law School and earned her law degree in 1979.

	Early work
	· From 1979-1984 Sotomayor was assistant district attorney 

· in New York County District Attorney’s Office
· Moved to private sector

· Litigated international commercial matters

· Rose to become partner in the firm
	New York County District Attorney’s Office
	Sotomayor was an assistant district attorney in New York County from 1979 to 1984.


	
	· 
	Private Sector
	Afterwards, Sotomayor worked in the private sector.

	1991-1998
	· 1991 President George HW Bush appointed Sotomayor to US District Court

· Served in position until 1998

· From 1998-2009 Sotomayor was a judge on US Court of Appeals for Second Circuit
· Appointed by President Bill Clinton

· Taught at

· Columbia Law School

· NYU School of Law
	President George HW Bush
	In 1991 President George HW Bush appointed Sotomayor to the US District Court.

	
	· 
	US Court of Appeals for Second Circuit
	From 1998 to 2009 Sotomayor was a judge on the US Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit.

	
	· 
	President Bill Clinton
	She was appointed by President Bill Clinton.

	
	· 
	Columbia Law School


	Sotomayor also taught at Columbia Law School

	
	· 
	NYU School of Law
	and the New York University School of Law.

	May 26, 2009
	· May 26, 2009 President Barack Obama nominated Sotomayor as an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court ( ( (
	President Obama nominated Sotomayor as a Supreme Court Justice
	On May 26, 2009 President Barack Obama nominated Sotomayor as an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court.
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