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Objective: Students will locate, read, annotate, organize, cite and write Cornell Notes about the Declaration of Independence 
Resources: Destiny: toronline.org > Media Policies >TOR Media Website > TOR 
· Books and encyclopedias

· Databases: Grolier and Newsbank
· Grolier: Search Declaration of Independence
· Click on the first choice
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Dedlaration of Independence

The Declaration of Independence is one of the most important documents in American
history. It declared the freedom of the 13 American colonies from Great Britain. The
declaration was approved by the Second Continental Congress on July 4, 1776. Today,
Americans still celebrate that date as the nation's birthday.

Movement toward Independence

In the mid-1700s, Britain’s 13 colonies were fairly well off. Britain was far away. And the
colonists ran their own affairs. Britain tried to change that in the 1760s. It needed money; it
had spent a lot on the French and Indian War (1754-63). So it decided to raise the money by
taxing the colonies.

Beginning in 1765, the British Parliament passed a number of tax acts. The colonists refused to
pay the taxes. We are not represented in the Parliament, they said. So why should we have to
obey its laws?




How to write Cornell Notes about SPS text:
1. Open TOR Library Media Center Cornell Notes.

2. Ctrl N=New Word Document. 
· Write Declaration of Independence Text at the top of the blank Word document. 
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3. Copy (Right-click>Copy) and Paste (Right-click>A) the: 
· URL, MLA Citation, and ALL of the text. 
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Brown, C. J. "Sheep." Scholastic Grolier Online,
-go.scholastic.com/content/schgo/C/articIe/026/46
3/0264630-0.html. Accessed 17 Nov. 2017.

Sheep are hollow-horned ruminants
belonging to the genus Ovis, family
-Bovidae, and order Artiodactyla. |Simi|ar
to goats, sheep differ in their stockier
bodies, the presence of scent glands in
face and hind feet, and the absence of

beards in the males. Domesticated




4. Split the computer screen, and read, annotate, organize, cite and write about SPS text to create an original piece of work.  
1. Split your computer screen. 

· Place your pasted SPS database text on the left.  

· Place your Cornell Notes on the right.

2. Preview the text.  

· Scroll down to see how long it is. 

· Notice if there are any headings.

· Headings=automatic subtopics

3. Read the text in its entirety.

4. Reread the first paragraph.

· After you’ve read the first paragraph again, ask yourself, “What is this paragraph about?”

· Type the topic of the first paragraph in the Subtopic section of your Cornell Notes.

· Highlight the subtopic in a color of your choice.  

5. Reread the first paragraph one more time 

· Highlight details about the subtopic in the pasted text in the same color as the subtopic. 

· Detail fact-phrases should not be longer than six consecutive words in length.

· Organize details by their classification on Cornell Notes.  

· Larger details are solid bullet points.

· Smaller details about the larger details are indented and appear as hollow bullet points.

· How to add and indent/outdent bullet points=1) Enter on the keyboard  2) Indent/Outdent arrows
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Bear." Scholastic Grolier Online,

'go.scholastic.com/content/schgo/D/article/10
0/105/10010525.html. Accessed 20 Nov. 2017.

Bears are large mammals belonging to
the _ They are - on
every continent except Australia,
Antarctica, and Africa. They live in
habitats ranging from dense forest to icy
tundra.

Characteristics of Bears

Bears have _ and
stubby tails. Their legs are thick and
powerful. Each foot has five toes tipped
with strong. curved claws.
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Subtopics

Details

® Large mammals
* Belonging to Ursidae family
* Found on every continent but
oAustralia
oAntarctica
o Africa

* Bodies
o Bulky bodies

oSmall ears
o Stubby tails
olegs

= Thick

= Powerful

* Foot
&  Five toes
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