Name:                                                                                           Date: 
2018-2019 Marvelous Mr. Avroch’s AE Class 
Debatable Topics Research Paper
Document Created by Mrs. Murray ( January 2019
Objective: Students will locate, read, annotate, organize, cite, and write about a debatable topic relevant to books read in class.  Students will use their notes about the topic to write a research paper that explains the relationship between the topic and the books they’ve read.

Topics: Highlight your topic.
a. Is the cost of college too high?

b. Should cigarettes be illegal?

c. Should laws limit children under the age of 18 from using Social Media?
d. Are cell phones dangerous?

e. Do video games cause violent behavior?
Important Argument Vocabulary:

a. Argument=a statement of an author’s major point or position based on evidence.

b. Position=the point of view that a person takes in an argument.

c. Claim (simple) =your basic belief about a particular topic, issue, event or idea. 
· It’s an opinion, proposal, evaluation, cause and effect statement or interpretation. 
· Think in terms of good or bad/right or wrong/pro or con.
· Examples:

1. Marathon running is beneficial for middle aged adults.

2. Steroid use is harmful for high school aged students.
d. Thesis statement =sentence that summarizes the main point or claim of an essay or paper that is developed, supported, and explained by examples and evidence. It lists the three reasons that supports the claim.
· Examples:

1. Due to improved cardio vascular health, muscle development, and cognitive brain improvement, marathon running is extremely beneficial for middle-aged individuals. 

2. High school students who abuse steroids face many future health problems such as high blood pressure and heart disease, liver damage and strokes.

e. Evidence=facts, statistics, quotes, or examples.
· Facts=cannot be disputed, can be proven.

· Grass is green.

· All cats are animals.

· Jumping out of airplanes without a parachute is hazardous.

· Statistics=amounts and numbers. Should come from reliable sources.

· 1.7% of Americans are underweight.

· Connecticut’s unemployment rate was 8.6% for December 2012.
· Quotes=what leading experts or authorities said about your topic.

· Dr. Smith, U.S. Surgeon General, described long term problems associated with underage drinking: “Research shows that young people who start drinking before the age of 15are five times more likely to have alcohol-related problems later in life.
Topic and Resources: 
a. Is the cost of college too high?

Newsbank=toronline.org>Media Policies>TOR Media Website>Scroll Down to Destiny link>TOR>Newsbank>Access World News

· Search: college costs
· Click on Best Matches (left) and Lexile>Your reading level
· Locate an article about your topic.
· Copy and paste (Right-click>A) the article’s URL, MLA citation and text to a blank Word document (Ctrl N).
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b. Should cigarettes be illegal?

Newsbank=toronline.org>Media Policies>TOR Media Website>Scroll Down to Destiny link>TOR>Newsbank>Access World News

· Search: cigarettes illegal health reasons
· Click on Best Matches (left) and Lexile>Your reading level

· Locate an article about your topic.

· Copy and paste (Right-click>A) the article’s URL, MLA citation and text to a blank Word document (Ctrl N).
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c. Should laws limit children under the age of 18 from using Social Media?

Newsbank=toronline.org>Media Policies>TOR Media Website>Scroll Down to Destiny link>TOR>Newsbank>Access World News

· Search: laws protect children social media dangers
· Click on Best Matches (left) and Lexile>Your reading level 
· Locate an article about your topic.

· Copy and paste (Right-click>A) the article’s URL, MLA citation and text to a blank Word document (Ctrl N).
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d. Are cell phones dangerous?

Newsbank=toronline.org>Media Policies>TOR Media Website>Scroll Down to Destiny link>TOR>Newsbank>Access World News

· Search: cell phone dangers
· Click on Best Matches (left) and Lexile>Your reading level

· Locate an article about your topic.

· Copy and paste (Right-click>A) the article’s URL, MLA citation and text to a blank Word document (Ctrl N).
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e. Do video games cause violent behavior?

Newsbank=toronline.org>Media Policies>TOR Media Website>Scroll Down to Destiny link>TOR>Newsbank>Access World News

· Search: video games violent behavior
· Click on Best Matches (left) and Lexile>Your reading level

· Locate an article about your topic.

· Copy and paste (Right-click>A) the article’s URL, MLA citation and text to a blank Word document (Ctrl N).
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Split the computer screen: 
· Place the text on the left and the graphic organizer below on the right.

· Read the text and search for evidence to support your claim and three reasons.  
· Annotate the evidence (fact, statistic or quote) in the same color as the reason in the graphic organizer.
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hat's where prayer and faith come into play," added her
mother.

Tiffany, who wants to be an engineer, followed in her big sister's
footsteps by competingin church oratorical contests for
scholarship money. She went after scholarships with a vengeance.
"Because of what she saw with Joslyn, she took the initiative to
search for every available scholarship possible, " Carolyn said.
The answer to the Deloach family prayers came in the form of a
$58,000 scholarship from UD-Mercy, she said.

Joslyn, meanwhile, plansto take up residency in Georgia to take
advantage of discounts for in-state students and remove some of
the financial burden from her mother.

For students unableto get scholarshipsand grants, Boyle has
anotheroption.
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First reason to support your cl

[ Firstreason evidence (fact, statisticor quote):

MILA Citation of Source:

‘Second reason to support your claim: Scholarshi

I EEEBRAREESGHBUIAERES =< statstc o quote]:"Because of whatshe sav with Josyn, e tookhe

initiative to search for every available scholarship possible,” Carolyn said.
WILA Citation of Source:

% Third reason to support your claim:
Paragraph
PN | Tiia Teason SVIdEnce (foc, statsticor quote)
MLA Citation of Source:
5 Restate your topic and explain how it relates to the books you've read:
Paragraph





Argument Graphic Organizer:

	Introductory Paragraph

	Introductory

Paragraph


	Topic = (Copy and paste the topic here.)

	
	


	
	Claim= Your basic belief about a particular topic, issue, event or idea. 

· An opinion, proposal, evaluation or cause and effect statement. 
· Think in terms of good or bad/right or wrong/pro or con.

	
	Claim
	 

	
	Reasons for claim
	First reason for claim:

	
	
	Second reason for claim:

	
	
	Third reason for claim:

	
	
	

	
	Thesis statement =sentence that summarizes the main point or claim of an essay or paper that is developed, supported, and explained by examples and evidence.  

	
	Thesis statement
	

	
	

	Gather evidence from the text to support your claim

	2nd Paragraph
	First reason to support your claim: 

	
	First reason evidence (fact, statistic or quote):



	
	MLA Citation of Source: 



	
	

	3rd Paragraph
	Second reason to support your claim: 

	
	Second reason evidence (fact, statistic or quote):

	
	MLA Citation of Source: 



	
	

	4th Paragraph
	Third reason to support your claim: 

	
	Third reason evidence (fact, statistic or quote):

	
	MLA Citation of Source: 

	
	

	Conclusion

	5th Paragraph
	Restate your topic and explain how it relates to the books you’ve read:


Paragraphs for your paper: Split the computer screen and place your graphic organizer on the left and a blank document on the right.  Use the notes from your graphic organizer to compose your research paper.
1. Introduction: 

· First sentence=State your topic either positively or negatively. (Topic=Is the cost of college too high?)
· Example: College is affordable.

· Sentences 2-4=Explain how your topic relates to the books you’ve read.  
· Example: Many students in the book Schooled by Clarence Superstar thought the cost of college was affordable if they worked hard.  The main character, Julia, worked really hard in middle school and high school to earn an academic scholarship, plus she had a job after school that allowed her to put some money away for it.
· The last sentence of your paragraph=your claim and thesis statement. 
· Claim=your opinion about the topic.

· Claim example=College is affordable.

· Thesis statement= a sentence that supports your claim and lists what you’re going to prove in the next three body paragraphs. 
· Thesis statement example=Although many people think the cost of college is too high, I don’t believe it is because there are Financial Aid packages (first reason), scholarships (second reason), and work programs (third reason) available to help make it affordable.
2. Body paragraph #2:

· Explain why you think the first reason of your claim is correct.  
· Example: There are many Financial Aid packages that make college affordable.

· Cite evidence from your research to support the first reason of your claim.

· Example: According to Wally Smith, a Financial Aid representative from Valentine University, a number of Financial Aid packages exist to make college affordable. 
3. Body paragraph #3:

· Explain why you think the second reason of your claim is correct.  
· Example: Many students who work hard in elementary, middle, and high school are able to receive academic scholarships that greatly lessen the cost of college.
· Cite evidence from your research to support the second reason of your claim.

· Example: Hazel Smith, a student from Colorado, was able to receive a four year scholarship due to her outstanding grades and test scores. 

4. Body paragraph #4:

· Explain why you think the third reason of your claim is correct.  
· Example: Students are able to work on campus to offset the cost of college.
· Cite evidence from your research to support the first reason of your claim.

· Example: John Doe from the University of Pleasantville worked in the Admissions office and gym to earn money to offset the cost of tuition. 
5. Paragraph #5: Conclusion
· Restate your topic and explain how it relates to the books you’ve read.
Argument Graphic Organizer
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