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Newsbank and Grolier “Lexiled”
Text Comparison Project

Magical Mrs. Colleran and Mrs. Murray 
November, 2012 (5)
Objective: Students will compare and contrast two nonfiction texts.
Project steps overview:
1. Students will use Newsbank.com or Grolier.com to locate two “Lexiled” articles about the same topic. 
2. Students will copy and paste information from Newsbank/Grolier onto Microsoft Word. Students will copy and paste the website address of each article at the top of their pasted text.
· Students will use Easybib.com to properly cite the article’s source.  They will copy and paste the citation from Easybib.com onto the top of their Venn diagram.
[image: ]
3. Students will read each article, carefully, looking at the article’s text features to help determine its meaning.
[image: ]
4. Next, students will determine the article’s text structure: Description, Sequence, Comparison, Cause & Effect, and Problem & Solution.[image: ]
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5. Students will read each article again and highlight the subtopic and supporting details.
· Students will transfer their notes onto their graphic organizer.
6. Students will compare and contrast two nonfiction texts.  
· Students will answer the following question in a well thought out response:
“Describe the difference between the two articles citing text evidence.”
Project steps elaborated…
Step #1= Students will use Newsbank.com to locate two articles about the same topic.
a. At TOR…Internet>Favorites>TRN Online Subscription folder>Newsbank

[image: ]
b. At home…  http://infoweb.newsbank.com
username: stamfordmiddle
password: stamfordmiddle
c. Newsbank homepage:  Click on the NewsBank KidsPage.
[image: ]
d. You can search Newsbank for articles and corresponding lexile levels!
Lexile levels: www.lexile.com
[image: ]
We’ll first search for an individual topic, by all lexile levels.
[image: ]
Results for searching all lexile levels:
[image: ]Advanced lexile level too high?  Click on medium.

e.  Another way to search for a topic by lexile level is through the subject categories. Click on an area that interests you.  I chose Health and Human Body.
[image: ]
Results for Health and Human Body subject area. I clicked on Mind and Brain.
[image: ]
Results for the Mind and Brain category:
[image: ]Perfect!  I can definitely excel at this!

Text from Learning in Your Sleep:
[image: ]
Step 2:  Students will copy and paste information from Newsbank.com onto Microsoft Word. 
· Students will copy and paste their website address at the top of their pasted text.
[image: ]
Grolier.com=a Lexile-leveled online encyclopedia.

At TOR=Internet>Favorites>TRN Online folder>Grolier
At home=http://auth.grolier.com/login/go_login_page.html?bffs=N
· Username=sps2
· Password=sps2

Steps to search your topic using Grolier, an electronic encyclopedia:
1. Type your topic in the Search box>Enter. 
[image: ]
2. Results for searching sheep with corresponding lexile levels: 
[image: ]
Steps to copy/paste text from Newsbank.com or Grolier to Microsoft Word.
1. Open a new Microsoft Word document. Ctrl N.
2. Highlight the website address from Newsbank.com.
· Highlight the address>Right-click over the address>Copy.
3. Click on Microsoft Word.
· Right-click>Paste>A>ENTER!  The Internet address will now turn blue and will automatically be turned into a hyperlink.
4. Click back on the Internet. 
· Highlight the article’s text. 
· Right-click>Copy.
5. Click back on Word and Right-Click>Paste>A.
Step #3: Students will read each article, carefully, looking at the article’s text features to help determine its meaning.
[image: ]
Step #4: Next, students will determine the article’s text structure: Description, Sequence, Comparison, Cause & Effect, and Problem & Solution.
· Students will use the text structure chart on the following page (8) and record their response the accompanying text structure and notes page.
[image: ]
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Step #5: Students will read each article again and highlight facts from a paragraph’s topic sentence as well as its supporting details.
· Students will transfer their notes to their graphic organizer.
Students will split the screen so their notes are on one side and their graphic organizer is on the other.
[image: ]
Sample of structure and topic comparison:
[image: ]
Step #6: Students will compare and contrast two nonfiction texts.  
· Answer the following question in an essay:
“Describe the difference between the two articles citing text evidence.”
· Students will split the screen again and use their notes as the basis of their response.
[image: ]
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To search, click on an online resource listed below.

Access World News - International and Domestic Perspectives for Research Papers, Debate and Speech
‘This comprehensive news collection is ideal for exploring issues and events at the local, regional, national and international level. I iverse source types include print and

online-oniy newspapers, blogs, newsvires, journals, broadcast transcripts and videos. Use it to explore a Speciic event or to compare a wide variety of viewpoints on topics such as
poliics, business, healt, sports, cultural activiies and people. Content is easily searched and sorted through an intuitive, map-based inerface.

Search Shortcuts:
+ America's News Magazines

America’s Historical Newspapers (1690 - 1922)
Find news articles covering topics in government, politics, social issues, culture, literature, discoveries, inventions and more from hundreds of primary sources . Search using either the

Natural Disasters— timeline or topic search o easily find news and eyewitness accounts and proicon articles of events, issues and daily life in the colonies or during the Revolutionary War, westward
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Coverage of U.S and international news, the arts, business, careers, culture, family life, history, health, people, entertainment, science, sports, and technology from well-
4 known and familiar magazines.  Source List

World Health - Epilepsy
Awareness NewsBank ScienceSource Collection (1987-Current)

Articles, biographies, and digests explore science topics including diseases, mammals, the environment, and physics. Leam about biology, chemisiry, physics, earth science,
health, oceanography, and applied sciences.  Source List

NewsBank KidsPage - Elementary Resources for Homework and Research
‘Articles explore events and facts about plants, animals, fossils, science, math, the earth, health, sports, people, arts, geography, and important problems. Also, games,
pictures, and activities.  Source List

StatBank ®

Statistics covering topics related to demographics, voting, environment, health, employment and social issues for all 50 U.S. states and over 200 countries of the world
‘compiled from more than 350 government agencies, associations, and organizations worldwide. Graphs are available for some topics. Use for tracking trends and numeric feporting of
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hurricane sandy

States scramble to help displaced residents vote
Associated Press News Service, The, November 5,2012

Battered NJ confronts how to rebuild its shore
Associated Press News Service, The, November 1,2012

Battered NJ agonizes over whether to rebuild shore
Associated Press News Service, The, November 1,2012

Scientists look at climate change. the superstorm
Associated Press News Service, The, October 30, 2012
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When It's YOUR Turn
Odyssey, October 1,2012

ASK DR. CY BORG
Odyssey, October 1, 2012

The Human Hive
Odyssey, October 1,2012

Learning in your sleep
Science News for Kids, September 20,2012

Fooling the mind’s eye
Science News for Kids, September 19,2012

Study: Brain disease deaths high in NFL veterans
Associated Press News Service, The, September 5, 2012

It's True! TIME FLIES WHEN YOU'RE HAVING FUN and a watched
Pot Never Boils
Odyssey, September 1,2012

Jet Lag = Brain Damage For Hamsters What About Humans?
Odyssey, September 1, 2012

Tick, Tock, Where's Your Brain Clock?
Odyssey, September 1, 2012

Monkeys’ mistake detector
Science News for Kids, August 26, 2012
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Learning in your sleep
Stephen Ornes
Sleeping and learning go hand in hand, studies have shown for years. Even a brief nap can boost your memory and sharpen your
thinking. But the relationship goes deeper than that. In a new study, scientists report that the brain can actually learn something new
during sleep.

Scientists used to believe that a sleeping brain was taking a break. But it turs out it can be taught a thing or two, Scientists reported in a scientific
journal published in August

“The brainis not passive while you sleep,” neuroscientist Anat Arzi told Science News. ‘It's quite active. You can do quite a lot of things while you are
asleep.” Arzi researches offaction, or the sense of smell, at the Weizmann Institute of Science in Rehovot, Israel. She worked on the new study.

Arzi and her coworkers didn' ry to teach the sleeping volunteers any complex information, like new words or facts. (So sleeping on top of your study
notes won't boost your grades.) Instead, the Scientists taught snoozing volunteers to make new connections between smells and sounds.

When we smell something nice, like a flower, we automatically take deep breaths. When we smell something bad, like the stench of a dumpster, we
automatically take short breaths. These natural reactions maximize our exposure o good smells and minimize our exposure to bad ones. Arzi and her
coworkers based their experiment on these reactions and the knowledge that our senses don't tum off while we slumber.

Once the volunteers fell asleep in the lab, the scientists went to work. They gave the volunteers a whiff of something pleasart, like shampoo, and at the
same time played a particular musical note. The volunteers didn't wake p, but they did hear — and sniff deeply. Then the scientists gave the
volunteers a whif of something repuisive, like rotten fish, and played a different musical note. Again, the volunteers heard and smelled — a short snort
this time — but didn't wake up. The researchers repeated the experiment while the volunteers slept

After just four repetitions, volunteers made a connection between the musical notes and their paired smells. When the scientists played the musical
tone that went with good smells, the sleepers inhaled deeply — even though there was no good smell to sniff. And when the scientists played the
musical tone that went with foul odors, the sleepers inhaled briefly — despite there being no bad smel.

“They learned what the tone signified,” Arzi concluded.

The next day, the volunteers woke up with the sound-smell connection intact. They inhaled deeply when hearing one tone and cut their breaths short
when hearing the other. Which must have been odd for them: Imagine walking down the street and taking a deep breath upon hearing a particular
sound!

Power Words

neuroscience The scientific study of the structure or function of the nervous system and brain.

nervous system The network of cells and fibers that transmits information to different parts of the body.

conscious Awake.

offaction The sense of smell
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World War | ended with the Allied and Central Powers signing an armistice on Nov. 11,1918, and people around the
world rejoiced at the cease-fire. In 1919, United States President Woodrow Wilson marked the one-year anniversary
 Day. The day became a federal legal holiday in 1938. After World

of the event by proclaiming November 11 Arm
War I, veterans groups and other organizations campaigned to have Armistice Day restructured into an occasion
ary. In 1954, after the Korean War, President Dwight D.

g all veterans of service in the United States mi
icially changing the name to Veterans Day.

recogni
Eisenhower si

ned a





image15.png
Blg
changes
are hero

Rediscover GO! Now NEW

New to Grolier Online?

« Aiso avallable from Groller Online

FIND IT FAST!

Soarch hero for encyclopodias, magazines,

e —

FEATUREISHOWCASE

JUMP TO

DICTIONARIES &
ATLAS B

= HELP 5 ABOUT

r'ODAY S

November 8, 2012





image16.png
Key to Reading Levels:
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Click a title below to narrow results:

Encyclopedia Americana

(652 items] found)

Grolier Multimedia

Encyclopedia
(418 item[s] found)

v Articles News Stories  FastFacts  Magazines  Websites  Media  Spanish

Found 1330 result(s) in your search for:
sheep

Sheep [Lexlle: 1220]
Encyciopedia Americana

Sheep, a group of cud-chewing, ruminant animals, closely related to goats, making up the genus.
Ovis, of the cattie family, Bovidae.

@ Sreep, Lot 1170)
Groller Multimedia Encyciopedia
‘Sheep are hollow-horned ruminants belonging to the genus Ovis, family Bovidae, order Artiodactyla
(see artiodactyl). Similar to goats, sheep differ in their stockier bodies, the presence of scent glands
in face and hind feet, and the absence of beards in the males.

@ Shesp, lLete 720
The New Book of Knowledge
Most sheep are raised on rangelands and farms.

@ Mountain sheep [Lexic 1060]
Grolier Multimedia Encyciopedia
Mountain sheep are members of the sheep genus Ovis in the family Bovidae, order Artiodactyla (see
artiodactyl). They are characterized by dished, or concave, foreheads, narrow muzzles, pointed ears,
‘and massive curiing homs in the older males (rams). The largest of them, the argali, reaches 1.2 m (4
1) in height at the shoulders and 160 kg (350 Ib) in weight.
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Text Structures in Informational Texts

Text Pattern Definition Key Words Maps/Webs Examples of Texts Examples of
Student Writing
Descriptive details | Descriptive adjectives and The crocodile is the master of Boose bumps make me

Description about words like: on, over, beyond, deception in water. It stalks itsprey | shiver. I get little bumps on
characteristics, within, behind, underneath, on and then swiftly closes in for the Kill. | my skin. They look like
actions, efc the left/right, appears to be, as Wy SKin. '

J in, looks like sesame seeds.
Problem/ Sets up a problem | propose, conclude, a solution, One problem to resolve in crocodile | Goose bumps make me
Solution and its solutions. is resolved, result, the reason watching is ransportation. How can | shiver. But they disappear
Q"’ the problem o guestion, an observer get close enough... as soon as I cover up witha
e affect, one idea
Jacket or sweater.

Time/ Gives information | first, second, third, later Archaeologists have helped us to Goose bumps make me

Chronological | in order of before, after, finally, now, then, understand that the evolution of the shiver. First I get cold.

Order occurrence et earlier, during, crocodile began with . Then I shake all over.

afterwards, until, meanwhile, .
tomorrow, today, immediately,

initially, as soon as, following,

preceding

Comparison/ | Looking at two or | whle, yer, bur unlike rather, The power of the crocodile is like that | Some peaple get goose

Contrast ‘more items to instead, on the other hand, of a monstrous machine. Withone | bumps from fear. Others
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rities/differences | otherwise, as opposed o, alligator the crocodile... are touched emotionlly.

like, similarly, likewise,
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common

Cause/Effect | Give because, since, if then, due e observed the crocodile as it Goose bumps make me
reason/explanation | fo, as a result, for this Cause Effect stalked a raccoon...As a result of the | shiver. When the
for happening reason, on account of, noise we made, the rabbit bolted.. temperature drops below 45

consequently, in order to, degrees, my skin crinkles
effects of, is caused by, e coose bumps
when...then, leads to goose bumps..

Argument/ States a position & | Almost, often, if-then, in No longer on the endangered list, 7 goase bumps occur only in

Support supports it with | most cases, maybe, might, alligators are still in peril due to mammals, then the term “goose
data, emotional | probably, usually, according overbuilding. Therefore to save the | bumps” is misleading because a
appeals, expertise, | o, due to, consequently, as keystone of the wetland ecosystem, we | plucked goose technically does
credibility, aresult, must stop development and protect its | not qualify. Maybe they should
honesty, and when_..then, leads to habitat. be called *Chill Bumps*!

urgency
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ment%38165557350 ‘Article Title:
Article Website Address:
"Veterans Day.” Compton's by Britannica, v 6.0. 2009. eLibrary. Web. 09 Nov. MLA Citation (Use Easybib.co
2012. What is the text structure of this article?
Description Sequence Comparison Cause & Effect Problem &
U.S. national holiday, celebrated annually on November 11. Veterans Day honors Solution
. Answer:
men and women who served in the United States armed forces, especially those What words lt me knowthe tex structure?
who died inthe lne of . o
World War | ended with the Allied and Central Powers signing an armistice on .
Nov. 11, 1918, and people around the world rejoiced at the ceasefire. In 1919, Subtopic Details SIMILARITIES
United States President Woodrow Wilson marked the one-year anniversary of 0 0 0 0
the event by proclaiming November 11 Armistice Day. The day became a federal - - - =
legal holiday in 1938. After World Wer Il, veterans groups and other < < < B
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nation over the years. Our veterans do not receive much recognition 0 0 0 0
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their loved ones. The sacrifices that they make for our country are - - - -
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least we can do. & 5 5 B Y
° °
Due to the fact that Stamford Public School (SPS) students lost a week of . K
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Article #1= Sheep Article #2=Goat
‘Artide Titler sheep ‘Article Title: Goat
Article Website Address: hitp://zo.grolier.com/ Article Website Address: hitp://zo.srolier.com/

5 X ssheep. Groi MLA Citation (Use Easybib.com): Brown, ConnellJean.
MLA Citation (e Easybib.com): Broun. C.J."Sheep.” Groller Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia. Groler Online, 2012. Web. 15

Multimedia Encyclopedia. Grolier Online, 2012. Web. 15 Nov. 2012. Nov.2012.

"What s the text structure of thisarticle? [What s the text structure of thisarticle?
Description Sequence Comparkon Cause & Effect roblem & Description Sequence Comparion Cause 8 Effect roblem &
Solution Time Chronological Oder Argument/Support Problem Soluton Solution T, calOrdr Argumen/Support roblem Soluion
‘Answer: Description, Comparison [Answer: Description, Comparison
‘What words let me know the text structure? [ What words et me know the text structure?

* (describe) hollow-horned ruminants, stockier bodies « *even-toed hoofed mammal, cud-chewer
o *relatedtothe sheep

Detals SIMILARITIES | Subtopic Detals
« hollow-horned ruminants |+ Ruminant= |+ Description | * Cud-chewer, ruminant
cud chewers
. « genus Ovis, family + Domestic o « Artiodactyl=even-toed hoofed
Bovidae, order mammal
Artiodactyla
. « Stocky bodies - o + 200 domestic breeds
. « Glandsin face O 0 '+ Raised for-milk, meat, mohair (angora),
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«Large wild sheep |+ Spiral horns - o «_Produce milkin extreme conditions
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